




















PARKS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Council of the County of Maui 

June 22, 2006 

CHAIR JOHNSON: If you need time, we can move onto the next item because, you know, we'lljust--ifthat's 
all right with you, Members? Okay. Let's move on, Members, to the item and then we'll just come back 
because there's no action that we're taking on PED-32, except to file the report or hold it in abeyance 
until we get the information back. 

PED-33 AMENDING CHAPTER 12.40 OF THE MAUl COUNTY CODE, RELATING TO NAMES 
OF PUBLIC FACILITIES DESIGNATED (C.c. No. 06-154) 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Members, the last item--and seeing that there's no public testimony, if there's no 
objection, I will close public testimony at this time. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you, Members. PED-33. This is amending Chapter 12.40 of the Maui 
County Code, relating to names of public facilities designated. And the Committee is in receipt of 
County Communication No. 06-154, which I transmitted. It includes a proposed bill entitled "A BILL 
FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12.40, MAUl COUNTY CODE, RELATING TO 
NAMES OF PUBLIC FACILITIES DESIGNATED". The purpose of this bill was to add references to 
specific geographic locations, such as a facility's address, consistently throughout the chapter and what 
this arose from was because there was no consistent treatment and sometimes we would have names. 
Sometimes, you know, there would be information that was missing. So this just brings consistency to 
the names of those facilities. Mr. Buck, would you care to make any comment on this particular item? 

MR. BUCK: I really don't have comments. I guess there's a question on ... uh ... related to a couple park 
facilities. The ordinance says one thing and then we confuse it, it should be something else now. You 
know, we're not really sure. Then we just dedicated the Justin Costa Ball Field but the sign actually 
says "Justin Costa Sr. Ball Field". I think the reason why we put the "Sr." on it when we put the sign up 
was to dedicate it to the Senior and not confuse it with Junior. So that probably would be the 
housekeeping change. I think this is more a housekeeping change, if I am not mistaken. 

JOHNSON: Yes. And ... um ... actually, do is have Staff, Ms. Espeleta, can go through 
briefly and just explain. There's two items on here that are different from the actual that was 
submitted but they're nonsubstantive changes because they're more technical, and one of them is 
Keopuolani Park. There was a question, I believe, about Queen Keopuolani Park and the last one that 
you just mentioned. So Ms. Espeleta, could you just go through and briefly explain? 

MS. ESPELETA: Thank you, Madam Chair. I just passed out to the Members a copy of the Commission on 
Naming Streets, Parks, and Facilities' minutes of their November 21, 1996 meeting at which they passed 
unanimously a motion to recommend the name "Keopuolani Park" instead of Queen Keopuolani Park. 
Therefore, in Section 12.40.080, the section heading should be amended should be amended or should 
be changed (a nonsubstantive revision) deleting the work "Queen" and it should read Keopuolani Park. 
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The second nonsubstantive revision would be to Section 12.40.220. On the Justin Costa Field, the 
signage for the park does state "Justin Costa Sr. Baseball Field". Therefore, the Committee Members 
might want to consider changing the name of the field to Justin Costa "Sr." Baseball Field to be 
consistent with the park signage. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Members, are there any questions? Member Tavares. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: No questions ... urn ... comments on the Justin Costa Field, would it just take us 
doing an amendment to this section here is all--

CHAIR JOHNSON: And ... 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: --to add "Sr."? 

CHAIR JOHNSON: And actually, what I'm gonna do is when I actually make the motion to move forward 
these, it would be with the two changes that have just been outlined by Ms. Espeleta, which would be to 
eliminate "Queen" from the Keopuolani Park section and also to add into Justin Costa, make it "Sr. 
Baseball". And so those would be the only changes and we have to check with Corporation Counsel, 
and they're nonsubstantive changes. So therefore--

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Well ... 

CHAIR JOHNSON: --this would be able to pass out. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: I disagree that they're nonsubstantive in the case of Keopuolani Park. And these 
minutes are summary minutes from the Commission and I would track back with the Commission 
regarding whether they intended to leave "Queen" off of the title because we're talking about royalty in 
Hawaii. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Uh-huh. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: And I would not want us to just change it 
Commission again to make sure that it was okay to leave "Queen" 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Uh-huh. 

having from 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: I mean we've got a Queen Kaahumanu Center that's titled that, and I think because 
we're not talking about a princess or a prince. We're talking about a queen that there may be some 
sensitivity toward changing it by dropping the "Queen" out of this, and so I would ask that we check 
with the Commission. 
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CHAIR JOHNSON: I think Staff also did other research. Correct me if I'm wrong, Shelly, but I think you had 
made substantial calls to also determine and this was the only information that you were able to come up 
with. Is that correct? 

MS. ESPELETA: Thank you, Madam Chair. I do also have copies of letters that recommend the name 
Keopuolani Park. I did not provide those letters to the Committee, just the summary minutes but I can. 
I have them here. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: May I ask Staff? Did you talk with Hokulani Holt-Padilla regarding this issue? 

MS. ESPELETA: I did speak with the Staff Assistant for the Commission. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: But not with Ms. Padilla? 

MS. ESPELETA: No. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: I think at least a conversation with Ms. Padilla because we did have discussion in 
Council regarding the name; and we had always assumed it would be Queen Keopuolani Park when we 
were discussing it at the time. So I ... she was the Chair. Wasn't she? Oh no, she wasn't there. She 
was the Chairperson but absent. So at the very least, I would talk to her about it because she's the 
Hawaiian Cultural Specialist for this Commission. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: And the Chair has no objection to that. Councilmember Mateo? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman. Yeah, I too echo the same sentiments. I believe Ms. Padilla was 
also the individual that participated in the blessing or the opening of Keopuolani Park. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Vb-huh. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: So for ... uh ... you know, for the same reasons, this ... we're referencing, 
you know, one of Hawaii's alii, yeah, and the concern of what the due, what is respectful recogmzmg 
the alii. So I would be kinda hesitant at this point in amending ... because I think we need to take a 
look at the initial intent ... urn ... when this was actually, the park was actually discussed. Because it 
was a dedication to the queen then it should be left, you know, with its appropriate designation. So I 
would be hesitant in changing anything or amending at this time. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Sure. And Mr. Buck? 

MR. BUCK: I don't really know the history behind it. I mean this has been a topic of discussion for some time 
with the Department. I think where the confusion may have been is back in the time that the intent was 
probably to call the park Queen Keopuolani but when they dedicated the park, the "Queen" was missing 
on the park signage. I don't know if it was ... uh ... trying to make a change so we don't have to 
change the signage but I would agree with Councilmember Tavares that if it is, the intent is to be for the 
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queen, then it should be left at queen. Because I remember Kaahumanu Center being Kaahumanu 
Center for many years and then they had the big ... and they had to redo all the signs and call it the 
Queen Kaahumanu Center. I would like to just if anything, before we drop the queen, is to double-check 
to see if that was the intent; nd if that is the intent, then we should keep it as Queen Keopuolani Park. If 
we have to make corrections to the signs, then we'll have to figure out how to chisel out the "Queen" on 
the concrete, but that's something doable. But I don't think we should change the intent of the ordinance 
because it was a mistake made maybe at the grand opening .... (end a/tape, start IB @ 2:07 p.m.). .. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Members, I was just conferring with Staff too to see when the Commission might be able 
to meet on this issue to actually bring it forward. We can do it two different ways. We can, because of 
course, this is a look back. This was what was adopted at the time--Keopuolani Park--and you know, for 
whatever reason, the "Queen", at that point in time, was not appearing in that particular title. Because 
Ms. Holt-Padilla was not at the meeting, perhaps, she would have had a different view or a different 
recommendation. So I think out of respect for that, we can leave the measure as it is. If it's your desire 
to have the Commission take this up as a separate subject and actually formerly take a position, which 
may be different than the position that they took initially, which would also require signage changes 
because right now "Queen" does not appear on the signage, then I can do one of two things. I can defer 
the item or I can simply pass this on as it is right now but not schedule it for a Council meeting. You 
know, like hold it until such time as we get feedback. So it is up to you, Members. I have no problem 
sending it forward or even it may be that Ms. Hokulani Holt-Padilla would have a different view and 
would be able to express that when it comes before the full Council because I cannot conceive of the 
Council on Naming Streets ignoring what she has to say. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Uh-huh. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: So I think, because she is the Cultural Advisor, my personal preference would be to move 
this out with "Queen" still appearing as it is and then if there is a need to amend or alter, then doing that 
at the Council meeting, but based on consultation with Ms. Holt-Padilla. And actually, she'll be here 
tomorrow--

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: --so I can ask It ... but it's whatever your pleasure is. I mean we three have to 
agree on this no matter what we do. Ms. Tavares? 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah, Ms. Johnson. I think while what you're suggesting is a good idea, I just 
don't know if it can work. As far as, if we make no changes or recommend no changes to the 080, 
which is where Queen Keopuolani Park is signified, then it wouldn't go out. But the Justin Costa Field 
in 220 would go out as an amendment to add "Sf." and I ... uh ... we're saying "Sr.--

MR. BUCK: Baseball. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Baseball. 

- 14-



PARKS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
Council of the County of Maui 

June 22, 2006 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: --Baseball"? 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Db-huh. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: And that is a baseball field for sure? Okay. So I would say we'd, you know, we 
would just send out the 220 amendment because we're not making a change to the 080. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Well but what we're doing is we're passing all of these out, which would be the names, 
because this is a whole ordinance amending Chapter 12.40. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Oh, you're passing out everything? 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Oh, I see. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: The location. That's why it appeared there. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes. So these are just components within this particular ordinance. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Therefore, that's why I felt we could send it forward; get input from Ms. Holt-Padilla; and 
leave it with Queen Keopuolani Park, understanding that we will get that advice. Mr. Buck, do you have 
comments? 

MR. BUCK: Yeah. I think, just kinda reading this, I think where the confusion may have lie when it came to 
the time of the dedication, it says "Queen Keopuolani Park." Then is says "Keopuolani Park". I think 
that may be where the confusion is. Maybe it should say "Queen Keopuolani Park." Then start offwith 
"Queen Keopuolani Park shall refer to the area formerly known". I think that may be where 
confusion is, that the intent of ... should be--I'm reading the ordinance from back from 1997 that was 
passed. So that's probably where the confusion came and that's why the signage probably says it is, 
because it says "Keopuolani Park" after "Queen Keopuolani Park". So I think maybe that's just ... I 
mean it won't hurt to talk to Ms. Padilla, but I think that may have been where the confusion is and 
that's why we're having all the discussion. It should start the sentence off as "Queen Keopuolani" 
instead of "Keopuolani", if somebody wants to correct me. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: No, that's probably right. 
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CHAIR JOHNSON: And ... and the Chair would concur because I thought it was very unusual to leave 
"Queen" off of the name. Although I have ... like if you look at Kamehameha Avenue, you know, it 
doesn't say King Kamehameha Avenue. There are some streets that do not have the specific title of the 
person or the individual. So what we could do at this point in time, we can--ifyou choose--we can leave 
the language as it is, where it is Queen Keopuolani Park; not in the "Queen" at this time but I can make 
an amendment. Unless you want to make the amendment so that it's consistent and then ifby the time it 
gets to the full Council, we do have input that it was simply "no" to be Keopuolani Park, then I can 
make the amendment or, you know, we can choose to make a floor amendment at the full Council. It's 
whatever your pleasure is though, Members. Member Tavares? 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah, Ms. Johnson. I would recommend that we amend 080 (Section 080) to put 
"Queen" Keopuolani Park in this first sentence after the title. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: And then the, then it can go. And also to include in 220, Justin Costa, add "Sr. 
Baseball" Field. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Right. And ... what my intention would then be to do, I'll make a motion incorporating 
those changes unless you prefer to make an amendment. I can make the main motion and then we can 
move to amend. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Oh, that's right. We don't have a motion yet. Sorry .... (chuckled) ... 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yeah. No, because we have no motion on the floor--

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Sorry. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: --the Chair's intent was to incorporate whatever those changes are--

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Oh, okay. 

JOHNSON: --into the main motion because basically ... urn ... you know, this would be just the 
that's before us with the changes that we've spoken about. So is there any further question/discussion? 
I have one question, Mr. Buck. What is ... because I don't know what the signage material is and how 
many signs we have and--I mean not that that would be a consideration but I'm just curious--what would 
take to add to that signage, if it would just require modification of the existing sign? 

MR. BUCK: Basically, the two ... uh ... we have two main entrances on Kanaloa and I forget the other one. 
It's the one where the MACC's on. I can't, I'm drawing a blank right now but ... 

MR. KIM: Wahine Pio. 
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MR. BUCK: Oh, Wahine Pio. They're concrete and the letters are like engraved out. I don't know what it 
would involve. I don't know if we'd just get somebody who is good with whatever to cut it out or 
maybe we have to put in some funds and redo the signage. There is couple other signs in the park as you 
entrance it with all the rules and stuff, and that would be pretty much . . . pretty easy, maybe just 
re-decaling (put a different type of decal on the sign) to change this, the green signs. I think where 
we're gonna have the problems a little bit would be ... uh ... the concrete signs. But if that's what the 
name of the park's gonna be, then we would have to figure a way to, you know, change those names. I 
mean we've changed names on fields and centers before, so that shouldn't be the issue as far as what the 
name should be for the park. Ifit's gonna be "Queen", then ... and we'll have to, it may be a while, but 
we'll have to figure a way how to change that ... put, add the "Queen" to the name. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. And ... and, you know, and costs again Members, I think it's minor just to correct. 
If that was the purpose and intent, then that's the way it should be. So Members, if there's no further 
questions, the Chair will make a motion to amend Chapter 12.40 of the Maui County Code, relating to 
the names of public facilities designated and transmit a proposed bill, entitled "A BILL FOR AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12.40, MAUl COUNTY CODE, RELATING TO NAMES OF 
PUBLIC FACILITIES DESIGNATED", with the changes on 12.40.080 in the first sentence, adding the 
... uh ... name of "Queen" to the first sentence of Queen Keopuolani Park; and adding to 12.40.220, 
adding, following "Justin Costa", to add "Sr. Baseball" followed by "Field". 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So moved. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: So it's been moved by Member Tavares, seconded by Member Mateo. Is there any further 
discussion? Yes, Member Tavares. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. I'm sure we'll get to whatever it is with this issue on Queen Keopuolani Park; 
but I think that in light of . . . of recently how things have been named, ... urn ... Kekaulike High 
School is King Kekaulike High School; and I think there's a movement to recognize the kings and 
queens that came from the islands. So you know, not gonna predict what Ms. Holt-Padilla will say 
but you know, concerned because she's the Chair and she was absent for that meeting, that some 
stuff might have gotten lost in there without her input. you. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes. And I would concur with that. I just think also, this day and age, there is a greater 
awareness and to be culturally correct. Member Mateo? 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you, Chairman. And just to continue where you just left off, I think that 
is the pono thing to do because of the importance of our alii. And I think that we as the people, our 
priority ... one of our priorities should be, you know, to continue to perpetuate. You know, that just is a 
total benefit for all the people of this state. So I think it's the necessary thing to do, at this particular 
point, to give the due respect to operate in what is pono in reaching this conclusion to the inquiry of 
"Queen" or no "Queen", it is a queen. Thank you. 
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CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Councilmember Mateo. Ifthere are no objections, the Chair would 
also, in the motion, incorporate the filing of the communication. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay, thank you. Any further discussion? Seeing none. All those in favor, please signify 
by saying "aye". 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: And the Chair votes "aye". 

VOTE: AYES: Councilmember Mateo, Vice-Chair Tavares, and Chair Johnson. 

NOES: None. 

ABSTAIN: None. 

ABSENT: None. 

EXC.: Councilmembers Anderson and Carroll. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

ACTION: FIRST READING OF REVISED BILL AND FILING OF COMMUNICATION. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Therefore, there are no "nays". Thank you very much, Members. 

PED-32 PARK DEDICATIONS SEMIANNUAL REPORT (C.c. No. 06-153) 

CHAIR JOHNSON: We 
specific ordinance? 

now move back to PED-32 and do you wording, Kim, 

MR. KIM: Under Maui County Code Section 18.16.320, Parks and Playgrounds, it says "For the purposes of 
this section, the following definitions shall apply". And this is in Subsection A, '''Approval' means the 
final approval granted to a proposed subdivision in accordance with chapter 18.12 where the actual 
division of land into smaller parcels is sought". 

CHAIR JOHNSON: So it's final subdivision? 

MR. KIM: Yeah. 
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CHAIR JOHNSON: Not preliminary. 

MR. KIM: The final ... final plan. And then it goes on "provided, that where construction of a building or 
buildings is proposed without further subdividing an existing parcel of land, the term "approval" shall 
refer to the issuance of the building permit." Now, I would still need to do more research to find out 
what the language was prior to 1996 or '95 when the ordinance was changed to ... urn ... changed the 
formula in valuation. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Uh-huh. 

MR. KIM: It could be that it ... back then, it said "preliminary plan". 

CHAIR JOHNSON: But ... 

MR. KIM: If that's the case, then I don't believe we can go back, at this point, and penalize them. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yeah. And ... but because ordinance that we enact, many times, even though there were 
other ordinances in existence at the time, wouldn't it make sense though that at the point in time in 
which you're coming forward to do your building--and I can guarantee you that on Pioneer Farms, there 
was no buildings on at that point in time for this particular subdivision. In fact, they had ... some of the 
approvals came rather late. I just want to make sure though that we're clear that when we pass 
ordinances, if they don't have the buildings on them--even though you've got preliminary subdivision 
approval--if you didn't have any action on that land, you had ... I mean this is the law now because 
otherwise, we're right back where we were 25 years ago. I mean this is what's creating some problems 
right now, is when is the law applicable? And I understand what you're saying, Mr. Kim, but if ... if 
you could provide us with some additional research on this, I would be really interested; and if you need 
us to send you a letter, I could. Members, I can actually do that ... urn ... just clarifying or at least 
finding out. I realize the formula is applicable at the point in time in which people come forward for the 
assessment. But you know, if we're applying the formula, then shouldn't the verbiage also go along 
with it? So if we have three different formulas, I'm just not sure. Anyway, Mr. Kim, I'm not gonna put 
you on the spot. Are there any more questions? Because I will ... urn ... not file PED-32; I will keep 
that open. If you don't mind, I just defer on that particular, you know, we would have filed it 
otherwise; but I do want the answers and I can work with Staff. Is there anything further, Staff? No 
other clarifications? Is there anything, Members? Member Tavares. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. Madam Chair, you might want Staff to research the minutes of the meeting 
when we did change the park assessment because I thought we had a discussion about the issue that 
you're bringing forward today. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: I thought we did too. 
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VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. And ... urn ... yeah. So if we can get the minutes for that meeting, I think it 
will show that we had that discussion about when it would be applicable and what was grandfathered in 
so to speak. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Db-huh. 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: So that might help, Mr. Kim, also in determining ... uh ... in his research, what it 
said at the time and what parts of that would be null and void or invalid with our new ordinance. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. And ... and just return to legislative intent? 

VICE-CHAIR TAVARES: Yeah. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay, thank you. Is that sufficient for you, Mr. Kim, if Staff can assist you that way? 

MR. KIM: Yes. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (PRESENT: JOHNSON, MATEO, AND TAVARES) 

ACTION: DEFER. 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. Thank you very much. Thank you, Members. If there's ... are there any 
announcements? 

MR. BUCK: I have one 

CHAIR JOHNSON: Mr. Buck? 

MR. BUCK: Yeah. With NACo coming up, and this is the appropriate committee, the National Association of 
County Parks and Recreation officials will be sponsoring a facility tour of Parks and Recreation facilities 
throughout--I think it's Cooke County, but not sure. anybody's interested joining--those who 
are gonna be at NACo--joining us, let me know. I have the brochure or the sign-up forms for 
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CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Mr. Buck, and I appreciate the attendance of the Members today. 
Seeing that there's no further business, the meeting of June 22nd of the Parks and Economic 
Development Committee is hereby adjourned. 

ADJOURN: 2:24 p.m. 

APPROVED BY: 

ped:min:060622 Transcribed by: Pauline Martins 
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